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Description:

Jordanes’ “The Origins and Deeds of the Goths” or Getica is a history of the early years of the Goths and was a summary of an earlier and longer
work, but is now the only surviving narrative of this subject from the ancient world. Translated by Charles C. Mierow. First published in 1908.
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Before Europe was carved up into the nations we know today, its boundaries were demarcated by the claims of various tribal groups, and one of
the most prolific tribes was the Goths.Jordanes, a Christianized Goth, writes his account of his pagan ancestors who left their homeland in
Scandinavia and spread throughout Europe. They fought many people along the way and became a prevailing power in Europe. One consistent
message we see from Jordanes is that the Goths win. But the great variety of tribes which the Goths encountered is also fascinating. Their names
are complex and exotic. They are given reputations of being brave or cowardly, depending on their valor in battle and whether they are ruled over
by another tribe. Any white person having ancestry along the paths which the Goths traveled might wonder whether he is partially descended from
one of these peoples.The most exciting part of the book is when the Visigoths team up with the Romans to take on the Huns and their allies.
Jordanes uses very effective imagery, and I felt like I was there, witnessing the battle between these titanic forces of the ancient world as they
skillfully attacked each other with iron force. It was an ancient European world war that is scarcely remembered today.Although Jordanes account
gives us a good idea of the actual history of the ancient peoples of Europe, he recites some rather interesting myths. One of these concerns the
Amazons, a tribe of female warriors who Jordanes says broke off from the Goths. They would only meet with men to mate, and if the resulting
child was male theyd give him to a nearby tribe. They kept only the girls.If you like the Huns, you may be disappointed. Jordanes claims the Huns
descended from witches who were expelled by the goths who went on to mate with evils spirits while in the wilderness. According to Jordanes, for
a long time the Huns were surrounded by a swampland which they thought demarcated the the boundaries of the world until one fateful day when a
party of them happened to follow a deer out of the swamp barrier, leading them to the various lands which they would go on to conquer.Jordanes
is obviously not a fan of the Huns because they were rival to his people. Yet Jordanes partisanship for the Goths was not hindrance for me. It was
actually sort of fun to root for the Goths along with him.Toward the end of the account, as his history increasingly recounts the deeds of individuals
rather than groups, we see the brutality and glory of tribal politics more fully brought to light. There are coups, murders, alliances, plunder,
punishments, and retaliations. It was a very Nietzschean time, in the sense that might and power ruled unrestrained by a Christian conscience.
Things were often disorganized. For example, when the combined force of Visigoths and Romans defeated the Huns, the leader of the Goths
couldnt remain to finish off Atilla because he feared if he didnt return to his own kingdom, his brothers would vie for his rightful position as king and
start a civil war. Yet apart from these treacheries, tribes often sought to avoid bloodshed by means of treaty, and although the characters are very
strong willed, they are intelligent and tactical. Jordanes claims the Goths often extended mercy to the peoples they conquered.Also explicated is the
nature of tribal warfare. One tribe would often try to stir up another against a more powerful foe. One tribe that remains with us today is the Jews,
who during the civil rights era in America stirred up the blacks against their white Christian rivals. The Jews still operate on a tribal level--yet more
subtly than ancient European tribes did. Therefore, we can learn about the divide and conquer tribal tactics of the Jews by observing the deeds of
ancient tribes that are not shrouded in Jewish ideological BS.Finally, its curious how Jordanes sort of supplicates himself to the then-Christian
emperor at the beginning and end of the text. He does this to show that his history is not an attempt to stir up Goths against the Empire. Jordanes is
happy to fuse his ethnicity with his religion, as he proudly points out that the Goths abstained from destroying Christian holy sites when they sacked
Rome.I give this book four rather than five stars because although parts of it are really exciting, such as the world war between the Goths, Huns
and Roman, many of the parts in between are boring. Notes contextualizing Jordanes words would have helped. But as other reviewers have
commented, the book was still fun to read. The prose is semi-poetic and enjoyable. For example when people die, they are said to have departed
from human affairs, as if they have only passed on to another realm.Ultimately, the value of this book is that it gives us a picture into a harsh but
glorious time, when valor ruled a little-known, ancient European world.
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